Ghostbusters have night to remember at the Laguna
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	Chronicle photo by Kevin Duke Teresa Vigil of Gnostic Exploration, plays back a recording of an otherworldly voice to Bert Clemens, owner of the Laguna Vista Lodge. 
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“Are you the little boy we’ve heard about?”

The answer is very clear through the static of the AM recorder.

“Yes …”

The little boy at the top of the stairs in Laguna Vista Lodge was just one of three personalities that Gnostic Exploration said they got on tape early Wednesday morning, when they spent the night at one of Eagle Nest’s oldest establishments.

Beside the three sets of voices on their EVPs (Electric Voice Phenomena or AM recording devices), the team out of Albuquerque also had numerous hits on their K2 meters, which measure electro-magnetic fields, and some very impressive large white orbs on video, from all three cameras they had set up for their four-hour investigation.

“If I had to say right now, I would say that this place is definitely haunted,” said full-time nurse and part-time ghost hunter Debbie Kay Smith.

“I’m just overwhelmed,” said  Bert Clemens, the owner of the lodge. “After 32 years we finally have proven that we have many, many residents here.”

It took a crew of seven to operate all the high-tech equipment the ghost hunting group brought with them, from the cameras (including an infrared and a hand-held), to the K2 meters, and the EVPs, which caught the voices responding to questions asked by the investigators.

Gnostic Exploration typically arrives at a job sometime in the afternoon before the scheduled hunt, checking the equipment, talking with owners about where they might find activity, setting up cameras and doing sweeps for magnetic field readings.

“We try to get there early enough in the day where we can do a sweep with the K2 meter, to make sure we don’t have any extraneous electrical activities that’s coming from wiring, TVs or that kind of thing,” Smith said. “Once we do our sweep we take a nap.”

The Hunt

The group began their “hunt” at Laguna Vista after the nap, and right as the bar closed Tuesday night.

“We come back in at midnight, because typically we get the best activity between 1 a.m. and 3 a.m.,” Smith said. “We have a couple of theories about that.

“The electrical systems are typically at their peak during the day and the sun itself emits enough energy that it’s an interference,” Smith explained. “When all of that energy filters down, you’re able to get the kind of activity we are looking for.”

It wasn’t long before they got their first hits, hits that kept right on coming all night, from in the bar, to the restaurant, the walk-in freezer and finally upstairs in the old brothel.

“We saw the orbs everywhere, from the camera in the bar, the one in the restaurant and the one in the hall upstairs,” Smith said.

Orbs were observed on camera with a couple of highly unusual incidents in the restaurant and in the hallway of the brothel. A number of large orbs rushed right at the camera, one after the other, according to Smith, in the restaurant. Another orb was observed moving out of one room into the hallway upstairs, then coming at the camera before disappearing into a different room.

Murder in the walk-in?

The little boy caught on the recorder was one of the three voices recorded in the early morning hours.

After one of the “sensitives” in the crew told Smith that something was not right in the back freezer, and getting hits on the K2 meters, the group began asking questions and recording the answers with their EVP devices.

“We got two names, Paul and David,” Smith said.

According to Smith, they asked David a series of questions, asking if he knew Paul.

“Yes …” Did he like Paul? “No…” Did Paul hurt you? “Yes …” Did he shoot you?

“Yes …”

They continued asking questions and getting answers for another few minutes.

“As we asked questions we were getting answers in phrases, ‘don’t know …’ was one of them,” Smith said.

After Gnostic Exploration goes over the recordings and reviews the results, they will be presenting Clemens with a recording (audio and video) of the night’s events.

The restaurant and the brothel

The restaurant was very active, especially by the front door, where the crew got several maxed out readings on their K2 devices. Smith also got hits while she was monitoring the cameras from a table in the piano bar area.

“It went to red in the doorway almost all night,” she said. “I think after we came in they got more and more comfortable, and we got more and more readings.”

The little boy on the stairway was also recorded in the restaurant, while the crew asked questions from the bottom of the stairs.

The orb in the upstairs hallway was caught exhibiting motion that precluded it from just being a dust particle.

“It did a whole motion thing that you could tell there was no way it was just a piece of dust,” Smith said.

Other activity was caught in the hallway, including strange shadows that were invisible to the naked eye, but obvious on camera.

“We had people walk back there and they were feeling temperature changes, but they couldn’t see anything,” Smith said.

The temperature changes did show up on the infrared camera, appearing as a strange, modulating mist.

Opening doorways

While most people probably wouldn’t rush to talk with the dead, Smith is not concerned about talking with the entities that may inhabit Laguna Vista Restaurant and Saloon.

“If I’m looking for evil and mean, and give them a way to communicate with me in that way,  then they will give it to me,” she said. “On the other hand if you’re respectful, then they give you respect back.”

Neither does Clemens have any qualms about working with the other “residents” in the establishment.

“I think it’s so cool,” he said. “It doesn’t scare me at all.”

He has plans to send copies of the recording to a couple of television shows, in hopes that they will come and get the same results.

“As soon as they give me a copy of the video and the audio and I can use that to substantiate everything, then I will contact them,” Clemens said.

In the meantime the lodge and saloon remains open, to entertain guests from this, and apparently … the other side.


